
Digging Deeper Sermon Review: March 20, 2022

Group Check-in

Open with prayer and follow up from the previous meeting. Feel free to utilize the
following if they are helpful:

● Check in on past prayer requests, evidence of grace, and things for which to be
grateful.

● How’s your soul this week?
● What’s been hard?
● Where is sin alluring/tempting?
● Where is God at work in your life?
● Where has God been good to you this past week?
● Who are the unbelievers you are praying for?
● Did you have any gospel opportunities in the past week?

Dig Deeper into the Sermon: Destined for Affliction (1Th 2:17-3:5)

Have someone read Sunday’s text. Consider working through some of the following
questions as a group:

● What is the evidence of Paul’s deep love for the Thessalonians?
○ What does this say about the type of affections we ought to have for those

in our local church?
○ In what ways does (should) his affection shape your own life and ministry?

● Paul says that Satan hindered him from returning to Thessalonica. How does that
address the slander that was being slung in Thessalonica about Paul?

○ What should that teach us about making judgments about others’
motives?



○ Read Proverbs 18:17. What does it mean? How can we apply it in our
lives?

● Is there anyone you are praying would be your joy and glory when Jesus comes
back? Who is it? Maybe take time to pray for them.

● What is Paul’s intense concern for the Thessalonian church?
● Does Timothy’s involvement in the ministry at Thessalonica encourage you?

○ How so?
○ Why is Timothy a surprising choice to be Paul’s close gospel friend and

partner?
● Read Mark 3:33-35. What is Jesus saying here?

○ What are the implications for our relationships in the church?
○ What is the source and substance of our relationships at CCC?
○ How ought this to kill pride and one-upmanship in the church?

● How does Satan tend to tempt you?
○ Are you wise to his schemes?
○ The Puritan Ralph Venning said: “Sin can do without Satan what Satan

cannot do without sin.” What does he mean?
● What had Paul taught the Thessalonians right at the start and why? (And why did

he send Timothy there to establish and exhort them in the faith?)
● How does the phrase “we are destined [for affliction]” affect you?

○ What’s the significance of the fact that our affliction is “destined”?
○ How are you tempted when affliction comes?
○ How are some of the ways the Bible says that God uses suffering and

affliction for our good?
○ How does affliction wake us up out of complacency?
○ What did Rick mean when he referred to the devil as “God’s lackey”?
○ How was Satan outwitted at the cross of Christ?
○ What does the accomplishment of our salvation through the suffering of

Christ say about God’s use of suffering in this life?

Wrap up with Prayer

Consider ways in which you can pray for one another in light of the direction the Spirit
has led your discussion time.


